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NEW LEADERSHIP

We are delighted to share the latest updates from Clean Hospitals. Our goal is to
unite academia, industry, and healthcare institutions to foster meaningful
collaboration and innovation in healthcare environmental hygiene (HEH) and
hand hygiene (HH). We strive to promote best practices and evidence-based
solutions that enhance hygiene standards and patient safety across healthcare
settings.

We actively support and advance academic research in HEH and HH, while
building a strong network for members to exchange knowledge, share expertise,
and collaborate on joint initiatives. 

In September 2025, the organization marked an important leadership transition,
as its long-standing president and founder, Prof. Didier Pittet, passed the role to
Dr. Alexandra Peters. Dr. Peters, who has been closely involved with Clean
Hospitals since its establishment in 2018, and was the lead in scientific research,
now steps into the presidency, continuing to guide the organization’s mission
forward.

Dr. Peters is an internationally recognized expert in HEH, HH, and infection
prevention, with extensive experience in research, innovation, and multi-
stakeholder collaboration. As President, she leads the strategic development of
Clean Hospitals and actively champions evidence-based approaches to
advancing hygiene standards across healthcare settings.

Under her leadership, a dedicated internal team has been established: Martina
Močenić, PhD Candidate, MSN, ICN, RN leads the education program, Elleni Rioja,
MPH provides administrative and project support, and most recently, Paulo Brois,
MSN, DVM, RN supports research efforts as a Scientific Collaborator.

We are also proud to highlight our Scientific Board, composed of internationally
renowned leaders in environmental hygiene, including Prof. Brett Mitchell, Prof.
David Weber, Prof. Stephanie Dancer, Dr. Pierre Parneix, and Prof. Martin Kiernan
alongside two non-voting representatives elected from industry.



THINK TANKS & SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS
As part of Clean Hospitals’ activities, lectures by members of our international expert
network, as well as scientific sessions by our member company scientists, have been
held on a regular basis, with the aim of encouraging open dialogue and the
exchange of knowledge and experience around key topics related to hand hygiene
and healthcare environmental hygiene. These scientific talks are open to all
stakeholders, partners, and professionals from healthcare facilities participating in
Clean Hospitals, with unlimited attendance for each organization.

Past Think Tanks from 2025:
Prof. Phil Carling - “How to Achieve the Clinical and Economic Benefits of
Mitigating C. difficile in Hospitals”
Ms. Isabelle da Ernestho Crespin - “Driving Change Together: Empowering Medical
and Nursing Staff for a Sustainable Transition in Geneva and French-Speaking
Switzerland”
Prof. Alexander Sundermann - “Pathogen Genomic Surveillance to Detect and
Prevent Healthcare Outbreaks”

This year began with:  
Prof. David Weber - “The New Paradigm for Infection Prevention & Control
Departments” at the start of the year
Prof. Vincent Chi-Chung Cheng & Prof. Shuk Ching Wong –“From Neglect to
Necessity: The Evolution of Hand Hygiene in the Healthcare System in Hong Kong”
in February
Scientific Session Dr. Marcus Rudolf Götz and Dr. Martin May of Bode Chemie
GmbH - “The Ethanol Debate: A Case Where Science and Politics Converge.” 
Prof. Sasheela Ponnampalavanar - “Controlling Carbapenem Resistant
Acinetobacter Baumannii in ICU: Lessons from Implementing Multimodal HEH in an
LMIC Hospital.”
Scientific Session Dr. Marco Krewing “Small Lint Big Issue?” Scientific Session –
(Hartmann Science Center)

→ Looking ahead, on May 19th, Prof. Darla Goeres will present “Navigating the
interconnected path of model design, validated standard methods, and regulatory
decision making for biofilm claims.”

To stay informed about upcoming events, visit the Clean Hospitals website
(https://cleanhospitals.com/calendar-of-events/) & follow us on LinkedIn and
Facebook. 
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One of our latest developments of Clean Hospitals is the appointment of Country
Leads, who play a key role in bringing their country's perspective into the Clean
Hospitals network. They contribute to discussions and working groups, helping to
ensure that different healthcare systems, cultural contexts, and operational
constraints are considered. Another important part of the Country Lead role is
acting as a link to encourage engagement between Clean Hospitals and healthcare
facilities in their country. They also play an active role in promoting and supporting
the celebration of Clean Hospitals Day annually on the 20th of October. 

Do you already know who the Country Lead for your country is? If your country does
not yet have one and you believe you have the right profile and are a leader in your
local context with strong engagement and commitment to infection prevention and
hygiene, don’t hesitate to contact us (info@cleanhospitals.com).

COUNTRY LEADS

WORKING GROUPS
As part of our mission to expand knowledge and increase visibility of HEH, we have
developed a series of dedicated working groups to focus on key topics to further
advance development and research in HEH and HH.

Our working groups are established to address specific priority areas and are led by
academic and/or industry experts. This approach ensures both scientific rigor and
meaningful, practice-oriented impact. There are currently five active groups
supporting and strengthening our mission.
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From September 2025 onward, the network has expanded to include healthcare
facilities, and Clean Hospitals has evolved into a true partner organization. This
development marks an important milestone, strengthening collaboration among
academia, industry, experts, and healthcare institutions, and enhancing the practical
impact of the network’s activities.
 
Members will have access to all Clean Hospitals events, expert forums, and
collaborative research opportunities, with no limit on the number of participants from
each facility. If you are seeking a place for education, knowledge sharing, and access
to the latest information in HEH and HH, sign up your hospital and become part of our
network. 
Sign up here: https://cleanhospitals.com/healthcare-facilities/

HEALTHCARE FACILITIES

OUR INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS
We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to our institutional partners, whose
collaboration is vital to advancing Clean Hospitals' mission. Through shared
expertise, research, and global engagement, these partnerships help strengthen the
implementation of environmental hygiene practices and support alignment with
international public health priorities.

By working alongside these leading institutions and a growing network of global
collaborators, our partners contribute to a collective, evidence-based approach to
improving patient safety and reducing healthcare-associated infections.

https://cleanhospitals.com/healthcare-facilities/


Clean Hospitals Day is an annual celebration held on October 20th and recognized
by healthcare facilities around the world, with many organizations and professionals
sharing their participation and activities on LinkedIn. It aims to increase awareness
of healthcare environmental hygiene, foster facility engagement and appreciation of
environmental services staff. The Clean Hospitals Day working group is actively
preparing slogans and promotional materials and will be released soon. 

Last year's campaign slogan was "Human factors and Collaboration". The
promotional material was translated into 17 languages and is available for free
download on our website.  Find the promotional toolkit from 2025 here:
 https://cleanhospitals.com/promotional-toolkit-2025/#posters.

We look forward to another worldwide celebration this year!

CLEAN HOSPITALS  DAY

https://cleanhospitals.com/promotional-toolkit-2025/#posters


OUR STAKEHOLDERS
We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to the industry stakeholders of
the Clean Hospitals initiative, whose shared commitment continues to advance
environmental hygiene and infection prevention worldwide. 

We also welcome new stakeholders who share our mission and vision - to connect
and empower a global community dedicated to improving environmental hygiene
in healthcare. Participation is possible for companies committed to transparency,
collaboration, and continuous improvement in infection prevention.



We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to Professor Didier Pittet for his
leadership and commitment to advancing environmental hygiene in healthcare.
Through his work in hand hygiene as well as founding the Clean Hospitals
initiative, he has helped bring together a global community dedicated to
improving infection prevention practices and raising standards worldwide. His
long standing collaboration with institutions such as the University of Geneva
Hospitals and the World Health Organization has contributed to a global,
evidence-based approach to safer healthcare environments. His work continues
to inspire hospitals, healthcare workers, and global organizations to strengthen
hygiene systems, and work collectively toward reducing healthcare-associated
infections. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

CONFERENCES & EVENTS

CLOSING REMARKS
We hope you’ll join us in creating lasting change in patient safety through better
hygiene practices. Follow us on LinkedIn and Facebook to stay connected and
informed about our latest initiatives and updates. You can also explore our
upcoming events here: https://cleanhospitals.com/calendar-of-events/

For membership or partnership opportunities, please contact us directly at
info@cleanhospitals.com.

Since September 2025, Clean Hospitals has continued to
strengthen international collaboration and education in
environmental hygiene and infection prevention through
lectures, conferences, webinars, and academic partnerships
across Europe and beyond. Below is an overview of our recent
international activities:

Basics of Prevention of Healthcare-Associated Infections –
University North, Croatia, February 2026 
A Global Approach to Environmental Hygiene iClean
Conference 2026, March 2026
Clean Hospitals: Bringing All Actors Together for Safer and
Cleaner Healthcare – International Congress on Infection
Control, Portugal, March 2026
Dr. Alexandra Peters spoke virtually at iClean Conference,
Australia, March 2026
Clean Hospitals Booth & “Healthcare Experience”
Symposium by Brett Mitchell and Martin Kiernan: “What
Makes Healthcare Cleaning So Different?” at Interclean
Amsterdam 2026, April 2026

https://cleanhospitals.com/calendar-of-events/
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